
How to Coach Beginning Readers 
 

Students reading Level F books 
To solve words: 

⇒ Use the first letter/sound and move across the word. 
⇒ Did you check across the word to make sure all the parts were correct? 
⇒ Does it look like another word you know? 
⇒ Use a word you know to help you. 
⇒ Does that sound right?  
⇒ Does that make sense and look right? 
⇒ Think about what is going on in the story, then predict what the word might be. 
⇒ Read this again and see if you can fix this before you read on (point to the word/words 

that were incorrect). 
To increase speed and make reading sound smooth 

⇒ You don’t need your finger. Use your eyes. 
⇒ Go back and read this part again to make your voice sound smooth. 
⇒ Make your reading sound like you are telling me a story. 

Comprehension 
⇒ What was this story about?  
⇒ What was the book about? 
⇒ What was your favorite part? Show me.  
⇒ Did this remind you of anything? 
⇒ What do you think will happen next? 
⇒ Did you like this story? Why? 

 
Students reading at Level G books 
To solve words 

⇒ Use the first letter/sound and move across the word. 
⇒ Did you check across the word to make sure all the parts were correct? 
⇒ Use a word you know to help you. 
⇒ Take a closer look at this part (point to the part of the word the said wrong). 
⇒ Go back to the beginning of the sentence and think about what is going on in this part to 

help you with that word. 
⇒ Does that sound right?  
⇒ Does that make sense and look right? 
⇒ Read this again and see if you can fix this before you read on (point to the word/words 

that were incorrect). 
⇒ Something wasn’t quite right Go back and see if you can fix it. 

To increase speed and make reading sound smooth 
⇒ You don’t need your finger. Use your eyes. 
⇒ Go back and read this part again to make your voice sound smooth. 
⇒ Make your reading sound like you are telling me a story. 

Comprehension 
⇒ What was this story about?  
⇒ What was the book about? 
⇒ What was your favorite part? Show me.  
⇒ Did this remind you of anything? 
⇒ What do you think will happen next? 



⇒ Did you like this story? Why? 
⇒ Find a part in the story that was______ (funny, silly scary, sad, ect.) 

 
Students reading Level H books: 
To solve words 

⇒ Did you check across the word to make sure all the parts were correct? 
⇒ Did you try all the different sounds of the letter/letters to help you with that word? 
⇒ Do you know another word like that (point to the word)? 

To increase speed and make reading sound smooth 
⇒ Use the punctuation in this part to help you read this like you are telling a story. 
⇒ Read that again and make your voice sound smooth. 
⇒ Read again. Remember to use the phrases (groups of words). 
⇒ Make a picture in your mind about what us going on in this part of the story, then reread 

this and make the words tell what is happening. 
⇒ Does your reading sound like you are telling a story? 

Comprehension 
⇒ During the reading- Stop here (end of paragraph, page, or couple of pages) and tell me 

what is happening in the story. 
⇒ Tell me a big event from the story and a little detail. 
⇒ What happened in the story? 
⇒ What was this book about? 
⇒ How was the character feeling? Why 
⇒ Tell something or another book this story reminds you of. 

 
Students reading Level I books 
To solve words 

⇒ Did you check across the word to make sure all the parts were correct? 
⇒ Did you try all the different sounds of the letter/letters to help you with that word? 
⇒ Do you know another word like that (point to the word)? 

To increase speed and make reading sound smooth 
⇒ Use the punctuation in this part to help you read this like you are telling a story. 
⇒ Read this again and use the characters feelings to change your voice. 
⇒ Read again. Remember to use the phrases (groups of words). 
⇒ Make a picture in your mind about what us going on in this part of the story, then reread 

this and make the words tell what is happening. 
⇒ Does your reading sound like you are telling a story? 

Comprehension 
⇒ During the reading- Stop here (end of paragraph, page, or couple of pages) and tell me 

what is happening in the story. 
⇒ During the reading- Stop here can you predict what will happen next? 
⇒ Tell me a big event from the story and a little detail. 
⇒ What happened in the story? 
⇒ What was this book about? 
⇒ How was the character feeling? Why 
⇒ Tell something or another book this story reminds you of. 
⇒ What do you think about this character (pick one). 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


